By David W. Black
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window by using a rear- wouldn’t stop. After spike | He decided to lie down and staying at hotels such as the 15th-century Villa

pointing camera. When at | strips flattened three tires, i and rest awhile. Fortu- Il Poggiale near Florence.

rest, the car’s front seats she finally pulled overand | nately, the next driver was The 1000-km tour retraces parts of the Mille Miglia
can be rotated rearward was charged with elud- alert and the costume was route, with the tour director leading the way in an
so the whole family can | ing police and dangerous | so well padded that the Alfa Romeo GIV. There's also a VIP shuttle chase

enjoy the show. driving. Bail was a modest | man’s wounds were su- vehicle with three additional directors—think of them
$600. The police chief PSTISTIR VRPN a5 “my people,” as in “I'l have my people talk to your
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driving alert produceda | understand.” hadn’t harmed a real dog.

if required.” Umm, that shouldn't be necessary.
Does zipping through quaint hilltop villages, with

2395-bhp V-8 at full metallic shriek behind your

shoulder blades, sound like your cup of lambrusco?

‘Then London-based Red Style Tours (www.red-travel.com)

can make it happen, with packages starting at

8000 Euros per person, not including flights to

and from Rome.—Douglas Kott

“Ferrari F430 available at significant extra charge.
® Prices based on exchange rates at time of publication.
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a"wFIVE STARS AND FERRARIS

Being behind the wheel doesn't mean missing out on the scenery: that's the
philosophy of the agency Red Travel, which uses Rome as the starting point for
its Gran Turismo&Incentive packages.

Headed by Andrea Levy, Red Traveloffers clints th “quintessntiallaly”,

driving three different Ferraris (the 360 Modena
F1, the 360 Mndrn.\ Spider and the 550 Maranello) into a single, week-long trip
that covers a thousand kilometres of panoramic roads between Rome and
Florence. Each night, the client stays at an exclusive 5-star hotel, and can enjoy
spa treatments, dinner in the best restaurants and designer shopping.
On request, the trip can be followed up by a high-speed racing course at a track
run by Ferrari, Logistical support is provided by a staff of professionals,
including a tour director who leads the way along the most picturesque routes
in a powerful Alfa Romeo GTV (as well as revealing the secrets of driving an
F1 car). Luggage is carried separately.

“Red Travel was officially launched onto the market last March”, says Levy,
“when we organised the first Red Style Tour for journalists from 15 major
intemational newspapers and magazines. It was a huge success, and although
our main clients at present are the British, Russians and Arabs, our aim is to
attract more corporate clients, perhaps companies wanting to organise high-
level incentive trips for their senior management. For these we can offer tours

lasting three or four days rather than a whole week, for groups of eight to 30
people, assisted by a five-member team of technical staff. The service we offer
aims to meet the standards that helped us win a Five Star Diamond Award from
the American Academy of Hospitality Sciences, a prize awarded for providing
one of the most exclusive and glamorous travel experiences worldwide.”
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